Green Waste Policy and Green Agenda

· On landscape maintenance and cleansing contracts, materials collected from site are to be returned to our depot in Warrington, where it will be segregated into the appropriate waste category, i.e. brush wood, paper, bottles, cans etc., as opposed to transporting it to landfill sites, where it is expensive and will cause long-term damage to the environment.

· Recycling facilities are available throughout the company and we are looking to further improve the recycling facilities available to us.

· COSHH assessments are performed beforehand to determine whether quantities to be used will cause significant harm to the environment. Alex McDonald is responsible for conducting these. Safety data sheets will also be available if possible.

· We always look to reuse any materials that cannot be recycled; for further information on these, please refer to the Environmental Policy.

· We endeavour to protect scarce resources and use environmentally friendly alternatives whenever possible. For example, we:-

· Avoid the use of tropical hardwoods unless proven to be from sustainable forests. Such products would be used for seat repairs.

· Use alternatives to peat based composts for bedding plants, shrubs and trees whenever feasible.

· Recycle and re-use products whenever possible to reduce the drain on resources, i.e. recycled paper.

· Minimise the noise element of the company’s operations, and perform our noisier activities at times that cause the least inconvenience. Further information on this area is available in the Environmental Policy.

· Minimise air pollution through:

· Considering the effects on the environment of running any vehicles and equipment which are purchased

· In general, we will run commercial vehicles for four/seven years where practicable, and /or a limited mileage. Whilst this is an economic decision, it also ensures that we do not continue with old diesel engines that can cause air pollution.

· Minimise water pollution through measures such as:

· Ensuring that chemicals are stored in secure containers and in a secure location

· Only using CDA chemicals such as herbicides to avoid the need for mixing with water

· Not rinsing out containers

· Not having to dispose of surplus spray mix. 

Further information on the measures we use to minimise water pollution are provided in the Environmental Policy.

· Use environmentally compatible materials, equipment and vehicles where possible. This involves the following measures:

· Vehicles and equipment will run on unleaded petrol or diesel and will not normally be more than seven years old or:

· Where possible, we use electric powered vehicles or those that run on LPG, but this is dependent on location and availability of the fuel source.

· Herbicides will normally be non-residual and provide minimum risk to the environment, i.e. Round-up Pro Biactive. This is the only chemical we intend using on the contract. However, a COSHH assessment will be conducted first prior to ascertaining best methods/chemical to use.

· Fertilisers, where possible, will be of an organic nature to minimise nitrate leaching.

· Shrub and flower borders will be mulched, where permitted, to use this by-product in an environmentally friendly way at the same time reducing the use of herbicides.

